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On November 11th, Veterans Day, we honor our men and women who 
have served in the United States Armed Forces.  The following is a 
brief history of the legislation concerning Veterans Day. 
 
• Veterans Day is held on the 11th because in 1918, World War I 
ended on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month.   
• In 1919, President Wilson proclaimed November 11th Armistice 
Day.  All business was suspended for a two minute period 
beginning at 11 a.m.  The day was also marked by parades and 
public meetings. 
• A Congressional resolution in 1926 directed the President to 
issue an annual proclamation calling on the observance of 
Armistice Day.   
• Armistice Day became a legal Federal holiday in 1938.   
• In 1954, President Eisenhower signed legislation to change the 
name of Armistice Day to Veterans Day. 
• The Monday Holiday Law changed Veteran’s Day to the fourth 
Monday in October in 1968, taking effect in 1971. 
• From 1971-1975, most states changed their observances of 
Veterans Day back to November 11th. 
• Legislation was passed in 1975 to officially return the observance 
of Veterans Day to November 11th, taking effect in 1978. 
• October 31, 2006, President George W. Bush proclaimed 
November 11 as Veterans Day and urged all Americans to 
observe November 5-11, 2006 as National Veterans Awareness 
Week.   
 
The Government Documents Department of Dacus Library contains 
information covering all wars and conflicts involving U.S. troops.  Our 
current display highlights some of the unique items in our collection 
including: 
 
D 214.12:F82  Hold High the Torch: a History of the 4th Marines by 
Kenneth W. Condit and Edwin T. Turnbladh. 1960. 
 
D 214.2:Si 6 Sing and be Joyful: Chapel Songbook by Samuel Sobel.  
1975. 
 (Jewish hymns principally Hebrew words (Romanized)) 
 
D 218.2:Se 1/vol.1 150 Years of Service on the Seas: a Pictorial 
History of the U.S. Naval Oceanographic Office from 1830 to 1980  by 
Marc I. Pinsel. 1982. 
 
D 101.95:2000 Weapon Systems. United States Army.  2000. 
 
D 114.2:M 11 Reports of General MacArthur.  Vol.1 The Campaigns of 
MacArthur in the Pacific. Vol.2 Japanese Operations in the Southwest 
Pacific Area. 1994. 
 
N 10.2:M 85 The Mosquitoes of Japan and Their Medical Importance by 
Tsai-Yu Hsiao and Richard M. Bohart. Navy Department. 1946. 
 
N 17.12/2:l 23/8-920  Landing-force Manual, United States Navy, 
1920. 1921. 
 
N 10.2  Handy Book for The Hospital Corps, United States Navy, 1917.  
1917. 
 
N 9.16:T 77  Instructions for the Trumpet and Drum: Together with 
the Full Code of Signals and Calls Used by the United States Army, 
Navy, and Marine Corps.  1915. 
 
For more information visit the Government Documents Department 
located on the second floor of Dacus Library. 
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